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AN UNFINISHED CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
EVANSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY and 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Evansville Public Library and Vanderburgh 
County Public Library is and always has been a tax 
Supported agency of government. As a general rule 
the tax income so received is earmarked for normal 
and current operating costs. Special provision has 
had to be made for the construction of buildings, by 
a bond issue (as was .done in 1932 to secure funds 
with which the Central Library building was erected) 
or a building improvement reserve fund (as is being 
accumulated now for future construction). Beemer 
addition, the worth and value of the Public Library 
has appealed to many individuals, over the years, as 
deserving of their support and direct voluntary con- 
tributions. This is the story of the gifts which have 
been made to the Public Library, from the beginnings 
of its history up to the present. 


Gifts of Money and of Equipment 


The formal creation of the Evansville Public 
Library began in 1911 with the activities of a citi- 
zens committee which later became the first Board of 
Trustees of the Library. There had been correspon- 
. dence between Mr. Edmund L. Craig (representing 
various interested citizens) and Mr. Andrew Carnegie, 
regarding the possibility of - a substantial gift of 
money with which to build some branch library build- 
ings. The request was granted, and in February, l19ll, 
Mr. Carnegie gave $50,000 for the construction of the 
West Branch Library building and the East Branch Li- 
brary building. The terms of Mr. Carnegie's gift were 
those which he used in the many hundreds of other 
cases around the country in giving money for library 
buildings. He asked that the site for the building 
be supplied by the city or in other ways than by 
purchase with his money, and that the library be 
Quaranteed an annual income of at least 10% of his 
gift for the cost of the building. In the case of 
Evansville, the civil city allowed the Library the 
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free use of ground in the West Side Park, and pur- 
chased from the school city the ground for the East 
Branch Library building. In 1913, the Library Board 
of Trustees asked Mr. Carnegie for a further gift of 
money for a library branch for Negroes. He gave 
$10,000 for this purpose, and the site at 515 Cherry 
Street was secured in part by tax funds and in part 
by voluntary contributions from private citizens of 
both races. So the Evansville Public Library began 
with private gifts — primarily that of $60,000 from 
Mr. Carnegie (still the largest gift the Library has 
ever received from any one person.) 


The Public Library does have one endowment fund, 
the Ravdin Memorial Fund of $1,000. This endowment 
came to the Library in 1953 by the terms of the will 
of Dr. Marcus Ravdin, long a prominent Evansville 
physician. When his first wife died in 1928, Dr. Rav- 
din gave the Library a collection of about 400 books 
as the start of the Mina Ravdin Memorial Judaica Col- 
lection. He continued to add to the collection, by 
the purchase and donation of about 600 books, and 
when he died in 1950 he left the Library $1,000 of 
which only the interest may be used, and solely for 
additions to the collection. The result is that today 
we possess a far better collection of materials on 
this subject than we could ever expect to have de- 
veloped with our regular tax funds. At the request of 
Dr. Ravdin's second wife, the collection has_ been 
renamed "The Marcus and Mina Ravdin Memorial Judaica 
Collection." In 1955, an annotated list of selected 
books in the collection was published by the Library 
to make their availability more widely known. 


In 1940 Mrs. Samuel (Louise Dunkerson) Orr gave 
the Library $1,050 for the purchase of books publish- 
ed by the Yale University Press, in memory of her 
brother, Mr. Casselberry Dunkerson. Mr. Dunkerson was 
born and reared in Evansville, graduated from Yale 
College in 1894, and was Vice-President of the Lin- 
coln Trust and Savings Bank in Louisville at the time 
of his death in 1926. Mrs. Orr's gift brought the 
Library about 500 books, amd each was marked with a 
specially designed memorial gift book plate. 


Probably the next most substantial gift to the 
Library was that from the Jaycee Wives in 1949. They 
presented the Library with a phonograph record player 
and almost $500 worth of (our first) long-playing 
records. The Library had had a small collection of 
phonograph records before this (largely made up of 
gifts, e.g., of a victrola and over 100 records from 
Mr. and Mrs. Homer McMaster in 1936, and of ten sym- 
phonies — 38 records — from the Musicians Club in 
1940), but the impetus of the gift from the Jaycee 
Wives carried this service to the point where today 
we spend about $500 each year on the purchase of new 
records, loan over 8,000 a year, and have a total 
stock of over 2,400 discs including small collections 
in the branches. This is a good example of the pump- 
priming power of a gift, especially in starting a new 
or unusual service. 


There have been a number of small financial 
contributions for special purposes. Lnnche. first 20 
years of the Library's existence, from 1913 to 1932, 
the annual reports of the Chief Librarian record a 
total of $2,680 received as gifts and incash. Of 
this amount, $1,000 came from the _ proceeds of a 
preelda Day") held by the Public Schools in 1912. And 
about half of the rest came from various PIA groups 
for children's books and magazines. In 1940 the Van- 
derburgh County Medical Society Women's Auxiliary 
gave $50 for the purchase of books for the Boehne 
Hospital library service; with the benefit of the 
Library's discount, 36 books were secured. The Kappa 
Alumni of the Theta Alpha Chi sorority, of Lockyear's 
Business College, have given the Library a book a 
month for Boehne Hospital, for about ten years. For 
the last six years, the Stanley Hall PTA has given 
about $15 a year for books for the East Branch Li- 
brary. In 1956 the Glenwood PTA gave us $20 and 
budgeted $30 for 1957 for a party for the children 
who participated in the Glenwood Branch summer read- 
ing clubs; this is particularly appreciated because we 
are not allowed to use tax funds for such a purpose, 
and we have to depend on staff contributions or gifts. 
One of the most unusual and touching gifts to the 
Library was that of a sloped-top reading table for 
children, presented to the Central Library Children's 
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Room in 1940 by Dr. and Mrs. Charles Boswell in mem- 
ory of their two children, Bobbie and Susan. Mrs. 
Boswell had been a children's librarian in the Evans- 
ville Public Library for 10 years before her marriage. 
Three trees for the lawn of the North Branch were 
given by the Evansville Garden Club in 1941 shortly 
after the building was opened, and of course numerous 
gifts of flowers have been received down through the 
years. 


In 1952 the Public Library began to do work 
with 16 mm. educational films — a work which got a 
considerable boost when the staff of the Library gave 
us a $500 gift in the form of a new Bell and Howell 
motion picture projector. The money from this gift 
came from a staff loan fund which had been in exist- 
ence for many years but had been unused and inactive 
for some time. Those members of the fund who were 
still on the staff in 1952 finally voted to dissolve 
and to use the money to buy the projector for the Li- 
brary. In addition they gave about $20 to each branch 
for some item desired for its staff room. This is 
truly a remarkable example of loyalty on the part of 
staff members for their Library. 


Work with films has developed steadily since 

1952, and as recently as 1956 the Library received 

yet another major gift in this connection — a new | 
model, magnetic stripe Bell and Howell projector, 
worth about $700, from the West Side Nut Club. The 
Club has long been interested in the Library, espec- | 
ially in the West Branch, and the Library in turn has 
assisted the Club in some of its activities. Asa 
result of the financial success of its 1955 festival, 
the Club invited the Library to propose something 
which could be used at the West Branch Library and 
for children as well as adults. The suggestion of a 
motion picture projector was accepted, and the gift 
was formally presented in February, 1956. The Library 
is honored, and its staff encouraged, by the regard 
in which it is held by this prominent civic group. 


A number of smaller gifts for the purchase of 
materials have come to the Library in recent years. 
The Futterman Fund, in New York City, makes grants 
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each year to public libraries all over the country 
for the purchase of phonograph records. In the last 
six years, this Library has received a total of $415 
from the Fund. The Musicians Club of Evansville gave 
us our initial gift of records, and from time to time 
has made other contributions; its latest gift was of 
$50 in 1955. Any number of individuals have given 
the Library money for the purchase of one or two 
books, usually in memory of a dear departed one and 
to be so marked. some of these gifts of money for 
the purchase of books have been in memory of Library 
staff members, including among others Miss Ethel F. 
McCollough who was the first Chief Librarian (from 
1912 to 1947) and who died in 1950. Mr. Leon Moora- 
dian, now living in Los Angeles, presented the 
Library with over $150 from 1935 to 1949 for the pur- 
chase of almost 100 books in memory of his wife, Lucy 
Cambron Mooradian, who had been on the staff of the 
Library when she died in 1935. Over the last “ten 
years, it is estimated that $100 have been so re- 
ceived from 10 different people for about 25 books. 
Each year for a number of years, Mrs. Oscar Eberhart 
has given us money for a book on music, on the birth- 
day of her Mother and in her memory. Others have 
given us the funds for such books instead of sending 
flowers to a funeral. Books are? truly a Piving 
memorial. 


Gifts of Books and of Service 


When one comes to consider the volume of Gites 
to the Library which have been made in the form of 
books, the record is indeed impressive. Currently we 
receive about 7,000 items a year from all sources as 
gifts, including books, pamphlets, periodicals, films 
and phonograph records. The magnitude of this volume 
of gifts may be better appreciated when you realize 
that we are able to buy only about 22,000 books each 
year with tax money. It is further gratifying that 
the volume of gifts is increasing. In the 35 years 
from 1912 to 1947, the Library received an estimated 
total of 50,000 gift books, and aimost as many more 
in the 10 years since 1947. It is estimated that, in 
the 40 or more years of existence of the Evansville 
Public Library and Vanderburgh County Public Library, 
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about 90,000 books have been received as gifts, from 
about 10,000 different people. The number of large 
gifts is also increasing; gifts of over a hundred 
books at a time are not uncommon, and each year now 
we get gift collections of up to 500 volumes. Of 
course there are many gifts of just one book each, 
and the average gift is of a dozen books. We figure 
that each.year we get books from about 500 people. 
These gifts have come from individuals, clubs and 
organizations, private ‘companies, government agencies, 
religious bodies, and in other ways. 


Of course many of the books we get as gifts are 
too worn or too old to be of use to us, but in gen- 
eral we put in service about three-fourths of all the 
gift books we receive. In many cases, books which 
might appear to be of little use or value are items 
which we need and can repair or salvage; in other 
cases we know of some other library or local institu- 
tion which does want and can use the book, and we are 
glad to pass the item on to them. In short we prefer 
to accept all materials offered as gifts, and to sort 
them out for the best use we can make of them. All 
such gifts are acknowledged by a specially printed 
note of thanks to the donor, and by a special book 
plate in the book itself. 


Some of the gifts of books to the Library have 
been so unusual as to merit special mention. In 1918 
the Library received its first substantial gift of 
books, 2,300 volumes from the private library of 
Charles L. Wedding, and the Board of Trustees author- 
ized the printing of a special bookplate for them. 
In 1945 the Women's Division of the Evansville Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews gave the Library $213 
for the purchase of books on the "Reading for Democ- 
racy" booklist of the National Conference. In all, 
139 volumes were secured. The Chairman of the Library 
Fund was Mrs. Al (Edna B.) Koch; she died soon after- 
wards, and almost another $100 wefe given the Library 
by her friends for the purchase of books in her mem- 
ory. In 1953, Mr. W. W. Kiskadden gave us over 100 
phonograph records; and in 1956 Mr. Shirley Bell gave 
us 350 records. 


In 1954 the widow of Robert A. Williams gave to 
the Evansville Public Library his collection of about 
a hundred books on printing and type design — all in 
excellent condition, many no longer available for 
purchase, and some of considerable monetary value. 
Mr. Williams had been a_eprinter in Evansville for 
many years, before moving to California where he was 
living at the time of his death. A special booklist, 
describing some of the important volumes in this gift, 
was prepared and distributed to interested persons. 


The Library receives many gift subscriptions to 
newspapers and periodicals. Currently about 350 such 
subscriptions are being received; in some cases there 
is more than one subscription for a given magazine, 
for different branches or departments of the Library. 
Many of these gift subscriptions are to regular 
magazines (e.g., Fortune or Look) which we would 
otherwise have to buys many gifts are of house organs 
or other commercial publications (e.g., L_& N Maga- 
zine or Servel Inklings) which we are anxious to 
haves; and some are specialized publications which are 
technical (e.g., Lubrication Engineering) or are 
otherwise addressed to a special audience (e.g., re- 
ligious magazines of individual denominations. ) 


In recent years the Library has been the re- 
cipient of gifts of books (and money for the purchase 
of books) from the local chapters of the Chartered 
Life Underwriters Association, and of the National 
Association of Cost Accountants. In each case the 
arrangement was made that the books’ so received 
(along with other books of our own purchase) would be 
placed on a special shelf for the convenience of the 
members of the Association. 


From 1932 to 1947, the Evansville City Walther 
League gave the Library about 100 non-fiction books 
of interest to Lutherans and mainly in the field of 
religion. The Rev. Wm. G. Mehringer was the moving 
Spirit behind this project while he was Pastor of the 
Concordia Lutheran Church. For a while these books 
were kept on a special shelf, but they are now placed 
wherever they belong in the general collection; we 
feel that gift books are more readily found and used 
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that way. For the last several years, the Evansville 
Council of Garden Clubs has given us a number of © 
books on gardening, to help build up a "garden cen- 
ter" for the use of all interested persons. The 
Library is always glad to cooperate in such ventures, 
but by direction of the Board of Trustees, no books 
can be accepted as gifts unless the Library is free 
to place them wherever they are most useful, and to 
bind or even discard them as appropriate. 


Gifts to the Library have come not only in the 
form of cash and) in kind, but) salsomamn! ) the: tora. 
service. At various times over the years, Junior 
Service League members have given volunteer service 
in the Library. In recent years League members have 
assisted in conducting the Pre-School Story Hour and 
the weekly film showings, to name but two such acti- 
vities. Girl Scouts have earned merit badges by 
service in the Library, and grade school students 
have helped in the school branches, especially at 
Dexter Branch where a student library club has been 
in existence for the last few years. Parents and 
school teachers have helped us in many ways to give 
more and better service to school children; perhaps 
the most outstanding instances are the informal li- 
braries at Vogel and Culver Schools which have been 
equipped with Public Library books and staffed by 
volunteers from the PTA. 


Business and professional men have given gen- 
erously of their time and knowledge in participating 
in various library programs (e.g., in introducing 
films to an audience, in advising us on the litera- 
ture of their subject fields, in serving on advisory 
groups to the Library) — and always as a public ser- 
vice and without financial reward of any kind. In 
1953 Mr. Claude Slusher of Evansville College direct- 
ed a poll, by his students, of a thousand adults in 
this city on their use and opinions of the Public 
Library. The results have been of use and of value 
to uss; and we would never have been able to have had 
the survey taken if we had had to pay for it. In 
1954, Mr. Donald Dailey (then of Servel) designed for 
us the emblem which is now being used as our seal and 
which appears on the back cover of this article — 


the lamp of knowledge surrounded by the words "Infor- 
mation," “Ideas," “Materials,” and "Services." 


The most outstanding gift of this kind, how- 
ever, is that which is represented by the service 
given to and on behalf of the Library by those citi- 
zens who have been appointed as Library Trustees. By 
law they may receive no compensation — neither a per 
diem or even for expenses incurred in attending meet- 
ings. The Board meets once a month at least, all 
members serve on one or more committees, each is 
usually called on to render special service to the 
Library in his own field of competence (e.g., a law- 
yer on the Board serves as unpaid legal counsel for 
the Library), and the officers of the Board have ad- 
ditional duties to perform. By law the Board is the 
Library, and this responsibility has always been tak- 
en seriously by the Trustees of this Library. Much 
of the credit for what the Library has been able to 
accomplish belongs to the 75 men and women who have 
given their time and service to the Library as Trus- 
tees in the last 45 years. 


In Conclusion 


This is the history in brief of the gifts which 
have been made to the Library. But this chapter in 
the history of the Library is still unfinished and is 
likely never to be finished, as long as_ books and 
collections of books appeal to men as worthy of sup- 
port and encouragement, and as long as libraries and 
improvements in library service can contribute to the 
development of a better community in ways over and 
above what can be financed by taxes. 


We are always in need of more books, and grate- 
ful for their receipt as gifts. We need films and 
phonograph records too. We can purchase them for 
would-be donors at the high discount allowed us by 
book jobbers, but we are also glad to receive old 
books no longer needed by a private person. Upon 
notice, we will send our truck to any place in Van- 
derburgh County for gift books. In the case of death, 
it has often happened that the whole personal library 
of the deceased has come to the Public Library where 
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it will be appreciated and used for the common good. 


We are grateful for the services given the Li- 
brary by many citizens in the past, and we are always 
glad to have such volunteers. We endeavor to fashion 
a project in each case which is suited to the needs 
and interests of the individual, and there are many 
such projects yet to be done. For example, we would 
like to develop a book delivery service to _ shut-ins 
(maybe some Boy Scout Troop or service club could do 
this); we need people to do book reviews for commun- 
ity organizations and lead discussion groups; and we 
will never have enough artistic talent at our command 
to meet our needs. 


There is hardly a sphere of library activity in 
which we are not thinking of new activities or im- 
provements in present operations. Usually our tax 
income allows us to. start such new activities or to 
make such improvements at only a slow pace. Private 
citizens interested in one or another of such fields 
of service could easily get a large return of in- 
creased library service to the community by a 
relatively small expenditure. The Pre-School =item 
Hour for young children has been highly successful 
but its full development needs more money than we can 
spare from our present budget. The circulating col- 
lection of framed reproductions of art is a new and 
highly promising activity of the Library, but one 
which will have to develop on a self-supporting basis 
or by gifts, before tax funds will be made available 
foriGEc. We have long wanted to have concerts of re- 
corded music for the public but we lack a fine enough 
instrument to do this satisfactorily. We - -are-con- 
stantly striving to improve our displays and our 
booklists, but our limited tax income allows little 
for the purchase of the proper commercial equipment 
for such purposes. And so on. 


Libraries in other cities, and other agencies 
in this city, have received impressive gifts of money 
and land for buildings. Fortunately we are not in 
dire need for additional space, but we do have some 
unusual needs in our physical plant which on the one 
hand are not easily to be financed by taxes and on 
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the other hand may appeal to private donors. In 1956 
we secured our first large modern bookmobile, paid 
for with the $15,000 received from the sale of Cherry 
Branch Library. In a city of our size at least two 
such vehicles are needed but it will take us years to 
secure the necessary funds for a second such vehicle 
from taxes. The single greatest improvement to be 
desired in our physical plant is the air conditioning 
of Central Library. Estimated to cost $35,000 it is 
not a project for which tax funds are readily avail- 
able or easily secured. A gift of even part of this 
sum would go far to win support for the project. One 
additional branch on the far east side of town is a 
definite need and will become more pressing as time 
goes by. At today's prices it is estimated that the 
total cost would not be less than $200,000. There is 
hardly a more appropriate way by which to attach the 
name of a loved one to a civic enterprise of increas- 
ing worth and service, and in perpetuity. 


Needless to say, gifts to the Evansville Public 
Library are allowed as deductions in computing your 


Federal income taxes. By state law the Library Board 
of Trustees may receive and expend, outside of its 
regular tax budget, gifts which are earmarked or des- 
ignated for specific purposes. Undesignated gifts of 


“money become part of our general receipts fund and 


will serve only to reduce the Library's tax income 
the following year. The President of the Board of 
Trustees or the Chief Librarian will be glad to dis- 
cuss possible projects and mutually acceptable terms 
of gift with any interested person. 
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